
COURTESY 9TH ENGINEER BATTALION
1st Lt. Nathan Kutsko, executive officer for V Corps' 
Company B, 9th Engineer Battalion, 1st Infantry 
Division, gives instruction on safe distance zones 
for handling explosives to Iraqi National Guard 
Soldiers of the bomb dispsal company of the 30th 
ING Brigade. 
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE REMAGEN, Iraq – The 30th Iraqi National Guard 

Brigade, partnered with the 2nd Brigade Combat Team of V Corps' 1st Infantry 

Division, has one company with a very specialized and critical mission.  The 70 

Soldiers of its Bomb Disposal Company are charged with the mission of locating and 

neutralizing mines, ordnance, improvised explosive devices and captured enemy 

ammunition. 

 

The mission to equip and train the bomb 

company was given to Bravo Company of the 

division's 9th Engineer Battalion.  1st Lt. 

Nathan Kutsko, B Company executive officer, 

developed a training plan for the unit that 

introduced its troops to basic rifle 

marksmanship, basic demolitions training, 

force protection, search of vehicles and 

personnel, close quarters marksmanship, and 

making sweeps for captured enemy 

ammunition and improvised explosive 



devices.   

 

Bravo Company soldiers provided instruction and assistance in the training of basic 

demolition skills.  The main focus of the training was to establish uniform standards, 

methods, and effective team-building.  The initial assessment of the National Guard 

troops' skill levels indicated that most were learning the tasks being trained for the 

first time.  The training plan focused on achieving the same skill levels in basic 

soldiering. 

 

The bomb disposal company began integrating with Bravo Company patrols on 

missions August 1, and has accompanied the engineers on several missions.  In 

September, they were a large part of the construction of a permanent ING 

compound west of Samarra. The two units lived and worked in the integrated camp 

together for four days and nights.  For many of the ING troops, it was the first time 

they had conducted an overnight deployment to an area they recognized as hostile, 

even toward Iraqi security forces.   

      


